Sunday ,December 6th,1931.

This morning we drove to Kenosha to place the SPTays
of evergreen and ruscus on the graves of ¥r.and Nrs.
3 C Johnson. It was twelve years from the date
of hig death, and each year we have carried the
aprays as a remembrance of him. Sometimes the
men have done it and sometimes the women and always
they have been glad to honor his memory in that way.

It was cold and blowy, but not as stormy as the day
we laid him away. That was a real blizzard and
the snow had filled the highways ao that part of the
way we drove over the tracks of the interurban road.
There was a great company at the house and many who
drove thru thé storm to follow him as far as they
might.

He was an old man,nearly eighty six years old,and he

had lived a full life. some one said years after-
ward that your father had lived more in his sixty years
than his father did in eighty sux. But I wonder ~ -

a different life, to be sure, with different environment,
different conditionsg, but who knows what the final messa-

ure of life ig. "An in fany of a day " - - -

He had been at his desk at the office seven weeks before
hig death. The two or three hours which he put in every
moirning were a resl delight to him, and a real service to
the organization. Not a mere putting in of the time ,

but a keeping in touch with all that was going on and a
good wo-d of counsel when needed,

During the last two weeks when it seemed almost too hard
for him to breathe,he read in the newspaper of a ship-
wreck in Lake Superior and the daring rescue of many of
the sailors by ,one man who had the courage and the stamina
to go out and éring them in one by one. He showed the
account to each of as we went to see him and his &omment
wag always the same - "It is the personal touch that counts —
Mot the money you give, but the actual bersonal service
that you can render. That's what makeg it worth=-while

The last day he lived when his breathing filled the housge,
it was so hard ana labored,he still had a smale for those
who came in, At eight o'clock of a Saturday night
the stertorousg breathing stopped and there wag gilence,

The next morning there was great bouquet of whité carna-
tions on his pew, telling that he had goné home, This
wag your mother's idea and proved what your Aunt Jessie
said, "Helen Johnson has more sdee s ideas of doing %04
things for folks than any one I know."
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Several years before,ten years in fact ,Mr.S5.C. had writ~
ten a letter to your father,indicating what he would like

to have him do with his estate. Fe had given it to me
to deliver and had told me about what was in 1t. He eai&!
the law divizddd hig estate about ags he wished it and he
would not make a will. The letter is in his own hand

writing in the gafe, but I am making a copy of it to go
with this 1ittle sketch.

That afternoon I went over to the office and took the letd
ter down to the house. Your father and mother were
trere alone before the fire and when T told him what I had
brought, he ingisted on reading it aloud then and there.
It was almost too much for him,but he read it 211 thru to
the end, then gave 1t back to me to keep. So Tar as I
know he never read it agaln, but the suggeetions made in
the letter were carried out as he thot Mr.359C. would have
wanted it,had it been written within wmore recent years.
He couldn't make the bequeats immediately,for you know we
camd at once into the depression of 192C=-21 and with the
enlarged advertising campalgn and the depréssed conditbons
to sy nothing of the loss of hig father who wog hig bal-
ance wheel and counselor, but within two years he h+d car-
ried them all out.

One of the last things that Mr.S5.C% said, "Take care of my
poor Tolks. Remember my little odd ladies.” That was
one of the things your father was so careful to do. The
second of the old ladies lived until 1927 and during all th
years their check was sent to them as long as they could
handle it,and then to a niece of theirs who managed their
affairs for them. Not one year bub eight years.

Mr.3.C. often svpoke of Mr.Burnell who was the Ffather of

"my little old 1.dieg". He said that all he knew of
business mikast methods and business ethics he learned from
this gddd friend &f his. for several years he had lost |
track of them and I remember the great delight he expresge@{

when he found them again. They were living in Milwau-
kee,where they had been all the time. Miss Fannie had
been one of the first kindergartmen teschers and had made
a real place Tor herself in that and other circles. She

had many heirlooms of which she was intensely proud. As
she grew older,her hearing left her and she was obliged to
give up many duties which were a pleasure to her. They
gave many of their 4treasures to the Milwaukee Musevm,when
they found they could not care for them as they felt they
should and where they felt they would do more good than
anywhere else., They had some lovely pewbter,but that
they waiid belonged to their nieses,and I suppose it was
divided before they went to the Nursing Home which was
their home fog some years.




These two sisters,Migs Fannie Burnell and Mrs.Hattie Noyth
rop were charming to meed?d It sisdt did eeem such a pity
that Mlss Fannie who was such a talker should become so
deaf - - and Miss Hattie whose voice was ag tiny as a
whigtle should have to sgtrain her vaice to try to tell A
her what was going on. When T attempted tp talk I had
to write it. They wwre alweoys doing something for some
one hore needy than they - = comforters and afghang and
scrap books = all interesting and helpful-

After Mr S C left us T used to go up about once a quarter
to see them. They had lived in a flat on Grand Ave.for
forty years or more, At first they paid about $14.00
rent for it,but ag the years went on the rent was raised,
until they were paying about $44.00 for it. They had
arranged all their finances so they might care for them-
selves and not bem a burden on anyoné. They had even
arrangéd for their funerals, tomb-stones and =11. "And
then ", Hisg Fannie said, " Wewent right on living." It
was about this time that Mr.S.C. found them snd began to
do for them., One time he had them come down from Mil
waukee on the train, and he met them at the station with
his horses and carriage. They drove around past the
office on their way over to hime home and I can see her
Yet,as she leaned forw-rd and bowed and smiled at the of-
fice,where "Sam had his place of business.

Frs Northrop was as quiet as Miss Fannie was excitable, but
she told me a story that goes back now nearly a hundred
years. She said the Burnells and the Johnsons were
neighbors, friends and m&€mbers of the same church in Ely-
ria,Ohio. And both families had bsaby boys born at a-
bout the same time, and they were Wwaptized the same day.
But¥ the preacher got thé babies mixed and the Burnell
baby was named Samuel Curtis and the Johnson baby,Joseph
to the amusement of the families. They must have
straighteded it out,however, for Mr.S.C. bore the name of
Samuel Curtis.

Mr.5.C. lived in Milwapkee with%the Burnells when he work
ed for their father and he and Miss Fannie were very good
friends, Whether they were engaged or not I do not know
but when Mr.sS.C. took o job in Kenosha he met Misgs Caroline
Fisk, and promptly forgot all about Miss Fannie. Mr . Ly-
man told me that. But whether the f=c¢t that she remaine
unmarried all the years was due to that or not,I do not
know, but it may have had something to do with the help

he gave both sisters to the end of their davs,

Yr.5.C. was married on a Friday evening, took a wedding
Journey on Saturday and was back at work on Monday. Fe
told us about that many times, saying that a marriage on
Friday was certainly a fortunate thing for him. Ag for
work - he was a bear for work. When he traveled,sell-
ing hardwood flooring, he wouly travel all week, come home
on Saturday, write up hig orders, get them underway, and
start out again on Sudday night. Yet when hh gtarted in
business for himeelf, he began by giving the office help
their Saturday afternoons, when no one else was doing it,
or even congidering it.




My first recollection of Mr S5 C was on a Sunday morning,wh

when he and Mrs Johnson were walking down Lake Ave. on
their way to church. Some one commented on the very
elegant looking couple with white hair and we alﬁ rgghe&'
to see. They were a very fine=looking ceulpe,indeecd.
With hair ag white ag the driven snow and a most aristo-

crati ¢ bearing. Later we learned who they were,when
they came fo take their places in church work. Hewas

for many years our Sunday Schood Superintendent, alterna-
ting with Ed Rapps and & W Teach. They fTormed sort of a
self-perpetuating Superintendent. Mrg Johnson taught
a class of young ladies, who all remember her gentle man-

ner and gracioug presence.

Mr 5 C used to telﬂus young teachers that we placed ocur-
selves. If we sBarted ovt to wash dished for the church
suppers, there we would set ourselves: but if we would talke
our places as leaders,we could keep thenm, That wag xax
rather stange doctrine for that day when chi®dren were to
be seen and not heard and voung peovle didn't monopolige
the stage.

He had very clear cut ideas on every subject. He wouldn 't
let Mre 5 C do anything at a church supper(this was the
extent of our entertainment) except to eat it. Te said

he would rather pay twice what they would make than have
her all excited and tired out. He always felt these
were very inefficlent ways of earning money - and I do,too
But ®here is a certain amount of fun and good comradeship
that comes with the making of a supper and they have con
tinued to have = place, even in Woman's Club sctivities,

Sometimes I wonder about Nr and Mrs 3 C. They were so

different. He was social-minded and she was shy and re-
tiring. e wopld have liked to have a party every weelk
and she wag sueh( good housekeeper that she would have
felt that she must cleanthe houge each time . 50 they
entertained very little,after T came to kniow theme or

course they were older then and she was not very strong.
ffe would stretch a story to get a laughout of it,and to
her that wesn't truthtul. I haveheard her say many
times,with that engaging lisp of hers - Now Tham, you
know it wasn't as bad as that. And he would wink as
mugh as to say = Well T got a rise out of her,

I imagine there was as much adjusting there as in any
family.

How he loved to get o story on any one. He would tell 4
it to death,. I remember one he t0ld on NMre o C, about
8 time they were entertaining a minister and hig wife,who
were attending a Conference held at First Church. It se
seems that Wres 3 C was all ready for church,but the ¥inig-
ter's wife had mode no effort to change her abtire and Mrs
5 C in the kindnedd of her heart felt that her ownsdresa
might outshine that of the guest, so she slipped out

and changed to her "second-begt! only to Tind when she
came back that the ¥ W had 8lso changed her gown and now
outshone Mrs S ¢ completely, » i




Te was always interested in young people, trying to geb
them to prepare for life. Alvays asking shildren what
thhy were going to do and be when they were growne

One thing that he pushed with all hig energy was the old
C 5L 35 C, that university at home which meant so much to
those of us who never even thot of going to college.

How we studied on those old books. One yesr we had
an American course, in literature,are, history and sci-
ence . Thick books that required a lot of study.
Then a year of Greeek, one of Latin and one of Inglish
higtory,literature are and science. We met once a

week on Monday nights, at the homes of the various members
and recited or answered questions and then had a game or

charadeg and gore light refreshment. We had a lot of
fur. and imbibed a great deal of knowledge. There are

a number of folks still who remember these evenings with
a great deal of delight.

He was very fond of history,and could svend an evening di-
lating on some perdod, He loved to play Characters,
pinning a slip on the back of each one with the name of am
higtorical character, and each one was to discover who the y
represented by asking certain direct questions. he did
hig beat to get ug to read bilography, but it was not writ-
ten in such entertaining form as it is today and we found
it hard, dry work, But we worked in the Circlé& and ac
quired dibplomas for completing the four years' work and
seals for comnleting courses of various kinds thereafter.

Late in his life I heard him say that he had been interest
ed in three activities for young peonle, the Sunday School
the Chautauqua Literary & Scientific Circle and the Woung
Men's Christian Association, but that he had now confined
his energies to the Y M C A.

Some day I would like to have your Aunt Jessie tell about
t e early years in Racine,when they lived on Washingbon Ave
where the Racine City Bank now is, in a besutiful large h
home., But she was here only a few months,for she was m
married in March of the year following their coming to Ra
cine to live, Those were the times when no one had any
money,but every one had a good time. I remember that
Jessie dohngon taught a clasgs in our Sunday School thoge
months and she had the loveliest feather bonnet Tever ex-
pect to see. We all wore bonnets and called them that
tho they were not so different from the close fitting hats
we now wear.,

Our church was the cexnter of our lives and we almost 1ive«£
there, One year they gave a series of tablesus,represent
ing the Rogers groups of statuary. They werelife-like
represent-tions,all dressed in clay colored gmrments and
powdered with chalk dust. This gave me ny first gkipmze
memory of your father as he stood in a church pew and sang
pfrom the same hymn-book with the xixdk girl in the pew
ahead., - He was so pleasant about it,that we all envied

the girl, but I don't even remember who she was,
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,vﬁ“‘Mr S C tried hig best to persuvade the Board that it could

One time the church wasg behind in its finances 2l he wmin
igter undertook to raise the deficit on a Sunday morning.
He had a large chart makked with squares to represent a
certain amount,and as people subseribed the amounts he
would mark an X in the sgsquare. I wasn't at all inter-
ested financially. The nickle or dime that I gave each
Sunday was the extent of my resources and no amount of coaXx
ing could get any more,but there are alwayvs some who can b
be persuaded to give if other folks know about it. It
seemed to me that Mr S C was getting madder and madder,and
finally when they had collected or subscribed to the voint
where he thot he could n%t standit any longer, he arose

in his pew and said "I will pay the halance. You certain
ly have earned all youn got,"

He said one time that he had never prospered until he be-
gan to give a tithe to the Lord. He was always quoting
Mr.Colgate who began by giving a tithe,then a fifth, and a
quarter and on until he was giving away his entire income.
That seemed to him to be a goal greatly to be desired. H
He gave alike a prince,always out of proportion with his
immediate income, but never foolishly. Sometimes we
felt that he was being "done" by certain folks, but he sto
stoutly maintained that no one hag& ever "done" by any one.
Hehad always given just what he wanted and to whom he wish

“When the Methodist Church was built,they expected him to

give the largest share, and he did. But he didn't sub
scribe as they thot he would or should. He gave a sub

stantial amount for himeelfl, then he offered to duplicate
any sum given by any organization, that is if the Mission
ary Society would raise $500.00, he would add to their
payment $500.00, but it would begiven in the name of the
soclety. When it came to the Sunday School, he not on
ly matched what they raised, but he paid the entire expens
of the Sunday School, so that the entire amount reised in
the School went to the Puilding Fund. It was a great
scheme and brought out a lot of #nthusiasm they were able
to complete the churech and enjoy it for some time bhefore
he died.

He felt that a lot of service wag freely given to the Chur
that was not appreciated by other folks. Specially did h
remark how Mary Gebhardt (uor Mrg H B Hall) had served in
the Infant Room, for many years, and only two or three pa-
rents had come in to thank her for the instruction given
to their children. When I think of the conscientious
service given by her and all the obher teachers in the Sun
day Schools,given so Treely without thot of any personal
gain,I am glad that he had the courage and the courtesy to
make a point of talking about it. ’

Yle had a crotchety old janitor for mwhile at the church.
There was a beautiful room back of the rostrum,which would
have made an ideal room for the Primary Department and

be so arranged, but old Peter had always kept the coal in
that room, and it would never do to use it for any thing
else. Such a pity, because it was 3 lovely room,




One thing he was very careful to inculeate in the minds
of the children was the habit of reverence; heinsisted on
quiet and order all the time. Sometimes the children
would get obstreperous and rebel - butbt he always kept on
until they would come to his way.

You know he was 54 years old when he came to Racine,and it
is a mystery to me now, how he accomplished all he did,
starting and building hisg buginess, yet keeping in touch
with the young people ahd building them up all the time.

Put he was always saying that you must drive your work -
never let your work #iwe drive you. And T suppose bthat
ig why he could do so much. I remember he said tha

the first year he was in this business he went $300,00 in
the hole and that it was nip and tuck after that. But he
wag on the right track and it was not so many yesrs before
he covld see a vrofit. He tried many different lines
ag a jobber, cut glass, mangles, copy-holders, bubt none

of them tied in with the hardwood flooring business,excent

Lhe wax. He was an inventive genios and was always
thinking up new ways of doing 0ld things, or devising new
things. He invented a pisno bench or stool which was

a very good thing, but which he didn'y push very hard.

When T first came to work for him, it was on his 67th

birthday, Christmas Bve. We worked until one o'clock
that afternoon and had the rest of the day off. Ne gave

each of the employees a gold viece, naturally that made me
wish T had been there long enourh to have been entitled to

one., I think Jim Collier,Libbie Ticknor, your fe=ther
and Mr 5 C comprised all the office force that day . Bu

soon after that they begn to increase our advertisging and
citeularizing,and then more girls and boys were added.
There were some salesmen,too, bub we were not rushed at al
although we always had enough to do. There were slways
cireculars to fold - that was an endless Job, as it would
be now, if we had to do it all by hand on our own office.

He was a most care ful bookkeeper, Kept them all himgell
for many years, in that beavntiful script of his. Rather
proud of the fact that he could writ ‘

e all day and the last
as

letter would be signed as carefully the firat. Hig gig
natore never changed in all the +time that T knew him. (
The reason that I got my job was because the bhook=keeper

wanted to mign his checks for him. Naturally,she haa
been there a long time and thot bhat she might have that
privilege, but he didn't want anyone to gign his name for
him as long as he could do it for himself, I ouess there
must have been somet ing alse with it, but anyway one day
he came up to the Wigconsin Wheel Works where T was workine
and asked to see Captain Tewis who was the heador i+t. |
They had a 1ittle talk bogether than ¥Wr.3.0.left and e,

Lewis said that Wr.5.0. wanted s boopk~keeper,and had asked

him if he would let me S0, Thigwithout saying snything
C g ¢ 1t 1t g 2 o | - ;J N R o
bo me aboutit. some time before I had been i1l and wh

when T was able to think about going to work T ‘rad aonplied

for a job with Mr.Johnson, by letter, and had never heard

anything from bim. 50 T went back to my Tirst job with
the Wh?el Works, where my Tather was the facﬁoryfsuporinw
;;§SSH£§ boss i?hgg ?uﬁ wa? blge skyﬁ horéhhﬂ@amqin and

W Doss 11 ne would release me! But that was typ-

iecal of the man,

%,




50 T telephoned him that I wovld be glad to come, and th
then he asked aboub salary, offering $40.00 vper montpgbut
it seemed to me that I should have $50.00 to start with,as
I had reached $75.00 when T was taken 111 and had only
gone back at $40.00 in order to get o job. ‘ He #aid he L
‘would rather start low and then increase, but for mome rea -
son I had the courage of my convictions and began at $50.00
Vinges were not so large then. The top for a s?enagraph*
cr wag $65.00, but with cost of living in proportion,we
lived on it, but we didn't save anything.

He had been thru such hard times after the Civil War Tor
80 many years that he was careful of every little thingl
Every bit Qf,sVring that came in was carefully straightene:
and wound,tyive together and maﬁim@ a hall of it. After
hig death in 1919 {here was a great ball of string in his
desk. Another way was to use the Bronts of envelopes
for scratch paper. It may seem pinch-penny or picayun =
ish, Put when you consider what he had been thru snd—the
hayd-way-the-world-had.eome, it vas a natural way of sav-

ing and gathering resourcesd, And ligshts! None were
left burning unless there was a need Tor bthem. Little

things that made a big part of the foundation of the busi
neww he was starting.

Because of these careful saving habits, he was able to make
guch generovs gifts. What a hatred he had for stinginess
Speaking of a business man, he said, That man is too stingy

to get rich! And he was,too. This man who had wonderful
opnortunities and splendid ideas, is living in poverty,on the
bounty of his children, and T believe it is largely due to the
fact that he was too stingy to ray wages to hig helpers and to
carry out sales policies that would have made him wealthy.

One of Mr.5.C.'s favorite verses was from Proverbs, and readg
"There it that withholdeth and tendeth to voverty,

There is that which scattereth abroad,yet maketh many rich,"
He was always quoting voetry, history, the Seripture. His
memory was prodigious. He was careful to repeat a gtory
or a verse three times,to three different aud itors and them
he said, he never forgot it. And he didn't,either.

Funny stories were his meat. He enjoyed a joke,even if it
turned on him. Yo ,a%h@wmwa&mmammsowﬁon@woﬁwfﬁ@ﬁ“agéWs
semetimes Ne tHOL "there was no time. fop evity. Put M¥r S C
kept ~n with his jokes until the end. He was g0 proud of
Mr Herbent. A verfectly justifiable pride,to be sure,but
it was heartening to see him and hear him speak of "the boy",
Bevn when they differed radically about things,there wag al-
ways this feeling of respect and love between them,

One thing he inststed on and that was "I will not have Herbert
hampered," He said it so many times that it became a motto
When a larger advertising program was planned than he thot the
buginess warranted, he would simply say, "I don't believe we
can do it, but I am willing to try, if you are sure you think
it is the begt thing." And if the plan did not bring the
results - he never said "I to'g you so". He simply accepted
the result and went ahead planninh some other way .,

One day he said to me, "This business neve 11d hawve . 5
the way it has,if Herbert hadn't becen ateinfOhkdalare grown

I have nothing of the vlunger or gambler in me.
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But Herbert can take long chances and make good, "

& something else, something to ‘n-
crea~e volmme profitably. Once some man came in with an
idea about end-grain flooring and Mr Herbert was all pepped

up about it. There was an endless market, there was a

fine profit &e¢ &c Mr S C said,Herbert I went thru all thaﬁtj
twenty years ago., It can't be done. But Mr Herbert sai
All the quirks have been taken out of it. And there has
beenttremendous progress in these twenty years and I think

we ought to take it on." Well,said Mr 8 C, I am walling

if you say so, but I can tell you right now that it can't be
done profitably." And it wasn't, But Mr.Ferbert was

the man who talked about it, not ¥r.s.C.

For they were always tryin

Then there was the time when we had to take back about $40000.5 v

worth of dye in tin., That was a heart-breaker. In 1907
things were not so bright and that was a knocker. But no

as made right and we absprbed the loss
and went on again, This was btefore the dayg of private
laboratories and also before the days of incpme taxes, We
kept pur books for our own inforvation. What days those
were, No tax man to come and stay with you by the week and
inguire why vou put thig dime in this column last year and in
another column the year before, We didn't know how well off
we werel!

one was blamed,The dye w

We figured our profits by adding our naterial,freight and labov
selling and advertisging, deducting our inventoyry , and then

deducting this result from the total sales, He always lovec(
even figures, so our profits were always made that way . The ~

inventory took up the odd figures, Our profit was all made

in the first half of the year.
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Tt must be aboult 25 years since he and Vrg.Johnson went to C
California to spend the winter. Somewhere up in the moun-
taing,Mrs.Johnson's heart was quite seriously 3ff?§ted by the
altitude and Top several days he dAid now know whether she would
recover, but she grew better and after some btime was able to

be moved so she could he dbrought home. But there had been
a permanent injury bto her heart and for three yesrs she suffer
} N 4 4 ) o ey
ed, growing so thin and frail. I remember &hat My 3 C said

thig unexpected expense of doctors and carriage amde it neceg
gary for him to draw a check for more money and the hotel keep

[

er cashed it without question. He would never carry trav-

elers checks. Carried only blank checks and filled them out

as he needed them. FFe c¢laimed that his face was his for- '
tune, that the face of an honest m-n was all the Seeurityﬁh@ f ({_f’5

A

needed to offer. .
He had bheen in the habit of giving gold pieces to the office
people and fine fat turkeys to the men in the factorys But
ag the organization grew and more folks were added in both
office and facbtory he gave the gold pieceg from the firm

to the factory and to the girle in the offices he made an
additional gift of books of poetry, or gloves, or the Ladies

Fome Journal . It was quite a job to get the sizes of
gloves and the color desired,without letting the girls know
they were going to receive a vpresent. We used to keep the
list from year to year,but we had quite a bhat of turnover,so
it didn't mlways work out. You. ean do those things when

your organization ig small.,
1

At
But ;§”1917 when we were marketing Freeze-Proof and making suc
a profit on it, and when the taxes were so berrific, Vr S ¢ and
Mr H F decided to put into practise a plan they had been cogi®
tating over for many years, that of ddviding the profits with

thosge who had helped them make it. It was a wonderful idea
and was to be a grand surorise to everybpdy. He paid the
bonusg in Liberty bonds,W-r Savings Stamps and cash. And

was everybody delightedl! And gsurpirised! It was almost
too good to be true. I remember My 3 C telling us how de-

lighted he was to d# it,and how hw would like to do it every

year, but he couldn't do it unless there was o profit to di-

vide, It depended upop nrofits. And we were to help all
we could to make and keep the business profitable.

At that time,too we inereased our advertiging appropriation,
because ag your Tather said "The government will vay about 40%
of it. If we don't spend it, we will have to pay the taxes
on it, and if we spend it, we will make greater profits,and it
will only cost us 60% to get that additionsal business." And
s0 1t worked out.

One time I remember we were asked to make a subkeripntion to so
some Civic enterprise and Nr.S.C asked Mr.E.T. how much other
peovle were giving, and ¥R H F replied, "What difference doeg
that make® We figure out what we can give, what we omght to
give ag our proportion and let it 2o at that.” 7

%)

Fr 3 C was the original Prohibitionist in our Lown and Vr.W.A.
Vinlker was the gecond. Roth those men voted the Prohibition
bieket twenbty five years before Prohibition came to pass. L /
hgve wondered a good many times whether it was some %ragedy in |
his own 1ife that made him such an ardent temperance worker '
or whether he had just worked it out as the basis for good '

business. But he worked for it snd lived it, too.

B
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These are just a few rather digconnected memories
of my good friend, your grandfsather,Samuel Curtis Johnson.
There were many wordsof praise spoken at the memorial
gservice on Christm g Day the year he died. None more
grateful than those spoken by Laurance Jones, the young
colored man who had started that school abt Braxton,Miss.
He happened to be in town that week end and made himsgelf
kmown and was given the opportunity of voicing his
gratitude.

Others spoke of different phases of his life and
character and all gave tribute to his sterling Christian
character which showed itself in his upright life and his
helpful way of assisting folks to make the most of their
lives. ;
Not a perfect man, of the copy book type. but a man
with a strong temper,which must have given him a lot of trou
ble in his younger days. MAn aristécratic democrat -
with strong likes and dislikes, to whom nothing was too
much to do for a friend or a stranger in need, and yet who
looked things in the face and never hesitated to speak out
if he thot plain speaking was necessary.

T have tried not to he fulsome in the statements

made = he hated that so much. But T have tried to be

fair and yet T realize that it isat best a silhouvette - 7
not a picture at all. For his sake T am sorry to (;,u
make 1t so sgimple - but I hove theoutlines are strong e« ‘jk

nough so that you may be ableto i1l them out,as you grow
bo renlizd something of what he and your father have meant
to this commurity and o your own organization.

Following are copies of two letters that are full
of interest and which seem to be the only ones we have about
the office.




